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ABSTRACT 

A series of e 

television in Israel to teach English to Hebrew-Speaking students. 
The emphasis of the experiments was on assessing the ways in which 
television can be used to fulfill specific tasks in language 
instruction that are not easily fulfilled by the classroom teachers, 
Ninth graders were divided into two groups: One group received the 
standard course of English-language instruction; a second group had 
English-language instruction supplemented by a television program 
which presented the spoken language in natural context 
day situations. The ninth graders who had the television 
showed a better understanding of English-language films and audio 
tapes, as well as better achievement in active speech, 
contribution of television to understanding from audio 
to be particularly great in pupils whose IQ was less t\ 



greater amount of exposure 
negative effect on reading 



to oral presentations did 
comprehension. (JY) 
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USING TELEVISION FOR TEACHING A SECOND LANGUAGE 
THROUGH DRAMATIZED EVERY DAY SITUATIONS - AN 
ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON ACTIVE SPEECH AND ON 
UNDERSTANDING DIALOGUES PRESENTED BY OTHER MEDIA. 
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SUMMARY 
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The series of experiments reported in this paper show that when television 
is used to fulfill specific tasks in language teaching, which cannot be easily 
fulfilled by the classroom teacher, even a one-year course, in which the 
exposure to TV consists of less than 10% of the total teaching, significant results 
can be obtained in the achievement on several learning tasks related directly 
or indirectly to the. nature of the TV presentations. Some of the results indicate 
that TV was particularly helpful for those pupils whose IQ scores were low. 

In the teaching of English in Israel, TV was used to present the spoken 
language in natural context and in every day situations. This led to a better 
understanding of English speaking films and audio tapes, as well as to better 
achievements in active speech, among 9th grade pupils who took a one-year 
course with TV than among their counterparts who studied the same curriculum 
without TV. 

The contribution of TV to understanding from audio tapes proved to be 
particularly effective in the lower IQ levels: Among. pupils whose IQ was less 
than 110, those who studied English with TV made a greater progress in 
understanding plays recorded on tapes than those who studied without TV. 

The differences between TV and non-TV pupils were particularly marked in 
the lowest levels of IQ, i.e. : less than 80 and 80-90. 

The great er amount of exposure to oral presentations (caused by attending 
the TV course) did not have a negative effe.ct on reading comprehension. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The central question underlying the series of experiments reported in this 
paper is not the general question as to whether a TV course in English can 
teach better than the classroom teacher, but rather a more specific one: 

"Can a course in which the use of the medium is planned to fulfill specific 
tasks which can’t be easily fulfilled by the classroom teacher, contribute 
to the learning of these tasks more than ordinary teaching, even when the 
exposure to television consists of only a small part of the total teaching?" 

In planning the television course for 9th grade pupils, by the Instructional TV 
Centre in Israel, it was thought that television could make a unique contribution 
to the teaching of a second language by providing exposure to the spoken language 
in natural situations. Accordingly, emphasis was put on the presentation of 
linguistic material through dramatic situations. (Approx. 10 out of 20 min. in 
each telecast were devoted to dramatized dialogues in natural situations, 
demonstrating the use of the linguistic structure taught in the telecast). 

The 25 telecasts included in the course were transmitted once a week and 
constituted less than 10% of the total teaching, i.e. 20 minutes out of 225 
minutes per week. The course was aimed at pupils in their 4th year of 
learning English, who had not learned English with the aid of TV before. 
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